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CITY OF MUSKEGON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
October 4, 2005 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:03 p.m. by J. Hilt. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: J. Hilt, S. Kroes, S. Thompson, L. Spataro, A. Brown, T. Russo 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: T. Bosma, excused 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  J. Fitzpatrick, D. Leafers 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  D. Jensen, 521 W. Western Ave.; L. Kirksey, 1329 Fourth St. 

 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
A motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of September 6, 2005 was made by T. Russo,  
supported by A. Brown and unanimously approved. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Case 2005-28 – 1627 Jefferson   Request to reconstruct upper porch railings, posts, etc. consistent 
with lower porch. Applicant: Dr. Raymond Hilt. District: Jefferson.  J. Fitzpatrick presented the 
staff report.  Applicant is requesting approval to reconstruct the upper porch on the house at 1627 
Jefferson.  Porch components will match those of the lower porch.   HDC guidelines recommend 
repairing entrances and porches by reinforcing the historic materials. Repair will also generally 
include the limited replacement in kind, or with compatible substitute material, of those extensively 
deteriorated or missing parts of repeated features where there are surviving prototypes such as 
balustrades, cornices, entablatures, columns sidelights and stairs. Staff recommends approval of the 
request.   
 
J. Hilt excused herself from voting on this issue due to a conflict of interest.  
 
S. Kroes arrived at 4:05 pm. 
 
L. Spataro asked if there was anything to show what was originally there on the porch. J. Hilt stated 
they had found the original corner columns in the garage.  
 
A motion to approve the request to reconstruct upper porch railings, posts, etc. consistent with the 
lower porch was made by S. Thompson, supported by T. Russo and unanimously approved, with J. 
Hilt abstaining. 
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Case 2005-29 - 521 W. Western Avenue   Request to install wrought iron balconies/window boxes 
and to “add the illusion of 4 or more windows”.  Applicant: Pam Babbitt/ Debi Jensen.  District: 
Clay Western.  J. Fitzpatrick presented the staff report.  Applicant is requesting approval to add the 
illusion of 4 or more windows and to add wrought iron balconies/flower boxes to the southwest side 
of the building.  HDC Guidelines state “Not Recommended” for the following four items: creating a 
false historic appearance because the replaced architectural metal feature is based on insufficient 
historical, pictorial, and physical documentation; introducing a new architectural metal feature that 
is incompatible in size, scale, material, and color; creating a false historic appearance because the 
replaced window is based on insufficient historical, pictorial, and physical documentation; and 
introducing a new design that is incompatible with the historic character of the building.  Staff 
recommends denial of the request.  
 
D. Jensen spoke on behalf of applicant P. Babbitt. She stated there was no record of what was on 
this side of the building in the past.  The faux  windows and wrought iron window boxes were being 
proposed to cover up the unsightly appearance of what was currently there.  L. Spataro stated that 
there needed to be a plan for the entire building, and that it could not be used as a prop for the 
adjacent lot.  D. Jensen stated that the faux windows would be similar to what was already painted 
on the other side of the building. L. Spataro stated the faux windows were different because the 
other paintings were done on boards used to cover up windows and were not permanent. He stated 
that creating faux windows on a blank façade was not in keeping with the historic architecture of the 
building. D. Jensen stated that it was only cosmetic, and would be temporary until P. Babbitt 
decided what to do with the building. She stated the walls were 11 inches thick and they had no 
intention of trying to install actual windows there. A. Brown stated that the other three walls of the 
building matched each other, and this one would not.  She asked if P. Babbitt had considered 
matching this wall with the other three. D. Jensen stated she was not considering that option. 
 
A motion to deny the request to install faux windows and/or wrought iron flower boxes on the 
building at 521 W. Western Ave. was made by L. Spataro, supported by T. Russo and unanimously 
approved.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
 
OTHER 
 
Hackley House   J. Fitzpatrick informed members that he had given staff approval for a new roof 
on the Hackley House. Materials will match what is currently there. 
 
1705 Peck Street  Members discussed this house and the request by the Rescue Mission to turn it in 
to offices. 
 
1329 Fourth Street  L. Kirksey purchased this home and spoke with members about the home and 
neighborhood. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m.  


